
“Walking in Wisdom” Lesson 4 

 

Main Text: James 3:1-18 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. vs. 1: Teachers to incur a stricter judgement 

- See 1st Peter 5:1-4. Teaching should not be taken 

lightly. 

 

2. vv. 2-14: Taming the tongue 

- See 1st Corinthians 9:24-27. We should control our 

members and live in a disciplined manner. 

 

Analogies in this passage - Bits in a horse’s mouth 

(vs. 3), A ship’s rudder (vs. 4), a fire in a forest (vs. 5), 

and wild beasts (vv. 7-8) 

 

We learn from these analogies that the tongue (our 

speech) has a tremendous impact, an impact that 

can either be significantly positive or negative. 

 

Controlling the tongue is a sign of maturity for the 

believer. See 1st Corinthians 13:11. 

 

3. vv. 13-18: Wisdom from Above  

- Earthly Wisdom: Bitter envy, self-seeking, earthly, 

sensual, demonic. 

- Heavenly Wisdom: Meekness, pure, peaceable, gentle, 

willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

partiality.  

- We must watch how we walk in both word and 

deed. See Philippians 2:14-15. 
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