
“Walking in Wisdom” Lesson 5 

 

Main Text: James 4:1-10 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. vv. 1-3: Desiring pleasure is the ultimate trap 

- Fleshly desires and attitudes we carry can and often do 

hinder church unity. 

- God wants us to find contentment in Him. God wants 

to meet our needs. This passage reveals two primary 

reasons we may lack what we need. 

o 1. We do not ask. 

o 2. When we do ask, we don’t receive because we 

ask amiss. 

 

2. vv. 4-5: Friendship with the world is enmity with God 

- Understanding the distinction of teaching by James and 

the Apostle Paul. 

- Apostle Paul: Reminding the church of their identity in 

Christ. (2nd Cor 5:17) 

- James challenges the church to walk in the wisdom of 

God in spite of any difficulties, so they’d be good 

examples to a watching world. The accusations of 

adulterer do not indicate their eternal reality of their 

position but speaks to the temporal danger caused by 

friendship with the world.  

-  

3. vv. 6-10: A call for submission and humility  

- Psalms 24:3-5 shows the picture of a pure heart. 

- God wants us to have a pure heart before Him because 

God loves us. When our hearts are divided, we suffer 

the consequences.  

 

 

“Walking in Wisdom” Lesson 5 

 

Main Text: James 4:1-10 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. vv. 1-3: Desiring pleasure is the ultimate trap 

- Fleshly desires and attitudes we carry can and often do 

hinder church unity. 

- God wants us to find contentment in Him. God wants 

to meet our needs. This passage reveals two primary 

reasons we may lack what we need. 

o 1. We do not ask. 

o 2. When we do ask, we don’t receive because we 

ask amiss. 

 

2. vv. 4-5: Friendship with the world is enmity with God 

- Understanding the distinction of teaching by James and 

the Apostle Paul. 

- Apostle Paul: Reminding the church of their identity in 

Christ. (2nd Cor 5:17) 

- James challenges the church to walk in the wisdom of 

God in spite of any difficulties, so they’d be good 

examples to a watching world. The accusations of 

adulterer do not indicate their eternal reality of their 

position but speaks to the temporal danger caused by 

friendship with the world.  

-  

3. vv. 6-10: A call for submission and humility  

- Psalms 24:3-5 shows the picture of a pure heart. 

- God wants us to have a pure heart before Him because 

God loves us. When our hearts are divided, we suffer 

the consequences.  

 
 


