Lesson 1 - Conversion
Dr. Harold Willmington - Liberty Home Bible Institute

Psalm 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.

Psalm 51:13 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with a
willing spirit. Then will | teach transgressors thy ways and sinners shall be
converted unto thee.

James 5:20 2 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

Matthew 18:1-3 ! At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him,
and set him in the midst of them, ® And said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

The Greek word translated “conversion" has reference to

A twofold turning on the part of an individual. One has to do with repentance
(a turning from), and the other with faith (a turning to). The word "conversion"
means to turn, to turn around; to turn from one thing to something else

1. How is a person converted? By turning and becoming as a little child. What
does it mean "to become as a little child"? When Christ called the child to Him, the
child demonstrated exactly what Christ meant.

a. The child trusted Christ. The child responded to the call of Christ. He
sensed the openness, warmth, tenderness, care, and love of Christ; so he
felt free to respond and to trust Christ's call.

b. The child surrendered himself to Christ. He was willing to give up what
he was doing and go to Christ, willing to surrender whatever it was that
was occupying his thoughts and behavior.

c. The child was obedient to Christ. He obeyed and did exactly what Christ
requested, and it was probably difficult to do so.

d. The child was humble before Christ. All the above traits show humility.

Acts 3:19 ¥ Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord;




a.

Repentance

1. What repentance is not:

It is not reformation, that act of turning over a new leaf.
It is not remorse, that act of reqretting the fruit of one’s crime,
but not the root. Here we have two biblical examples.

Esau: "He found no place of repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears" (Heb. 12:17; for the full background of this,
read Gen. 27).

Judas: "Then Judas, who had betrayed him, when he saw that he
was condemned, repented (remorse), and brought again the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders" (Mt. 27:3).

That this was only remorse and not true repentance is shown in
verse 5 of Matthew 27 where we are told: "And he cast down the
pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged
himself."

It is not penitence, that act of attempting to make up for one’s
sins through good works.

2. What repentance is:

It is a voluntary and sincere change in the mind of the sinner,
causing him to turn from his sin. It should be noted here that we
said sin and not sins. True repentance involves the turning from
one specific sin, the previous rejection of Christ. Jesus spelled this
out very clearly for us.

John 16:7-11 Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go
away; for if | go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, |
will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they believe not on me;
of righteousness, because | go to my Father, and ye see me no more. Of judgment
because the prince of this world is judged™ (Jn. 16:7-11).
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God is not primarily interested in convincing a sinner to give up smoking,
swearing, drinking, and illicit sex, as bad as these may be, for this will never save
him. His great sin which will eventually condemn him forever is the rejection
of Jesus Christ. Repentance therefore deals with a turning from this horrible crime
of spurning Calvary.

John 3:18 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.

In the ministry of John the Baptist:
"Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Mt. 3:2).
"Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance” (Mt. 3:8).

In the ministry of Jesus:
"...for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13).
"I tell you, nay; but, except ve repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Lk. 13:5).

"I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance”
(LK. 15:7).

"And [he] said unto them... that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (LK. 24:47).

In the ministry of Peter:
"Then said Peter unto them, repent and be baptized" (Acts 2:38).
"Repent ye therefore and be converted" (Acts 3:19).

In the ministry of Paul:

"But [1] showed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all
the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent™ (Acts
26:20).

"And the times [prior to the cross] of their ignorance God winked at [overlooked];
but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30).
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b. Faith
1. What it is not:

e |tisnota "blind leap into the dark."

e It is not supposition.

e Itis not speculation.
e It is not opinion or hypothesis.

2. What it is:

e It is a voluntary and sincere change in the mind of the sinner,
causing him to turn to the Savior.

Hebrews 11:1 1 Now faith is the substance (foundation/assurance) of things
hoped for, the evidence (conviction) of things not seen.

Look closely at what is being said and note that faith is being described as an act,
an act of the mind and heart. That is, our heart and mind believe something and
we have assurance and conviction that it is true.

We have now seen both sides of the coin of conversion. Repentance is a turning
from sin, and faith is a turning to Christ.

Paul includes both concepts during his farewell message to the Ephesian elders.

"Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21).

3. How is faith produced.

"So, then, faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God" (Rom.
10:17).

Here Paul is saying that faith comes from hearing the message, and the message
comes through preaching Christ.
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4, Why it is so necessary.
"But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him"
(Heb. 11:6).

1. The sinner is saved by faith

Romans 5:1 ! Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ:

Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: ® Not of works, lest any man should boast.

2. The saint is sanctified (grows in grace) by faith. Thus, by faith:

We live: Romans 1:17 7 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith: as it is written, The Just shall live by faith.

\We stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24 ?* Not for that we have dominion over your faith,
but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.

We walk: 2 Corinthians 5:7 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

We fight: 1 Timothy 6:12 2 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on gternal
life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before
many witnesses.

\We overcome: 1 John 5:4 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.
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(Answers highlighted in blue.)

Psalm 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, the soul.

The Greek word translated “conversion™ has reference to a twofold turning on the part of an
individual. One has to do with (a turning from), and the other with
(aturning to). The word "conversion"” means to turn, to turn around; to turn
from one thing to something else

Acts 3:19 ¥ Repent ve therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;

a. Repentance

1. What repentance is not:
e Itisnot , that act of turning over a new leaf.
e Itisnot , that act of regretting the fruit of one’s crime, but not
the root.
e It is not , that act of attempting to make up for one’s sins
through good works.
2. What repentance is:
e Itisa and sincere change in the of the sinner,

causing him to turn from his sin.

John 16:7-11 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away; for if I go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, | will send him unto you. And
when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin,
because they believe not on me; of righteousness, because | go to my Father, and ye see me no
more. Of judgment because the prince of this world is judged” (Jn. 16:7-11).

b. Faith

1. What it is not:

e Itisnota" leap into the dark."
e Itisnot

e Itisnot .

e ltisnot or hypothesis.

2. What it is:

o Itisa and sincere change in the mind of the sinner, causing
him to turn to the
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Paul includes both concepts during his farewell message to the Ephesian elders.

"Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, toward God, and
toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21).

3. How is faith produced.

"So, then, cometh by hearing and hearing by the of God" (Rom. 10:17).

4. Why it is so necessary.

"But without faith it is to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek him" (Heb. 11:6).
. The sinner is saved by

Romans 5:1 ! Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ:

Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: ® Not of works, lest any man should boast.

o The saint is sanctified (grows in grace) by faith. Thus, by faith:

We live: Romans 1:17 ¥ For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as
it is written, The shall live by faith.

We stand: 2 Corinthians 1:24 2* Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are
of your joy: for by faith ye stand.

We walk: 2 Corinthians 5:7 7 (For we walk by faith, not by 1)

We fight: 1 Timothy 6:12 2 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

\We overcome: 1 John 5:4 % For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that the world, even our faith.
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