
The Vocabulary of Salvation 

Dr. Harold Willmington - Liberty Home Bible Institute 
 

 

Hebrews 2:3 3  How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to 

be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 

 

15 Key Vocabulary words of Salvation: 

 

1. Conversion 

 a. Repentance 

 b. Faith 

 

2. Substitution 

 a. Temporary Substitution 

 b. Permanent substitution 

 

3. Reconciliation 

 a. The meaning of reconciliation 

 b. The impact of reconciliation 

 c. The two phases of reconciliation 

 d. The chronology of reconciliation 

 

 

  



3. Reconciliation. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 

old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18  And all things 

are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to 

us the ministry of reconciliation; 19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling 

the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 

committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20  Now then we are ambassadors 

for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, 

be ye reconciled to God. 21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

 

1. The meaning of reconciliation 

 

The message is one of reconciliation—a world of men can be brought back to 

God. Reconciliation means to change thoroughly, to change from enmity to 

friendship, to bring together, to restore. The idea is that two persons who 

should have been together all along are brought together; two persons who had 

allowed something to come between them are restored and reunited. 

 

The thing that broke the relationship between God and man was sin. Men are 

said to be enemies of God, and the word "enemies" refers back to the fact that men 

had become sinners and ungodly.  The "enemies" of God are the sinners and 

ungodly of this world. 
 

Romans 5:10 10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
 

• The Old Testament meaning: The Hebrew word kaphar, which means to 

cover something, is found some eighty-three times in the Old Testament. Of 

these, it is translated "atonement" seventy-six times and "reconciliation" 

seven times.  

 

2 Chronicles 29:1-2 1  Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty 

years old, and he reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's 

name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. 2  And he did that which was 

right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father had done.  

  



2 Chronicles 29:20-24 20  Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered the 

rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the LORD. 21  And they brought 

seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin 

offering for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and for Judah. And he 

commanded the priests the sons of Aaron to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 
22  So they killed the bullocks, and the priests received the blood, and sprinkled it 

on the altar: likewise, when they had killed the rams, they sprinkled the blood upon 

the altar: they killed also the lambs, and they sprinkled the blood upon the altar. 23 

 And they brought forth the he goats for the sin offering before the king and the 

congregation; and they laid their hands upon them: 24  And the priests killed them, 

and they made reconciliation with their blood upon the altar, to make an 

atonement for all Israel: for the king commanded that the burnt offering and the 

sin offering should be made for all Israel.  

 

• New Testament meaning. The Greek word allasso means to change from 

that of enmity to that of friendship.) 

 

Colossians 1:19-21 19  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 

dwell; 20  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 

reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or 

things in heaven. 21  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 

mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  .22  In the body of his flesh 

through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his 

sight: 

 

This is the point of God's great love or reconciliation.  He did not reconcile and 

save us when we were righteous and good. He reconciled and saved us when we 

were enemies, ignoring and rejecting Him. As stated above, it is because we are 

sinners and enemies that we need to be reconciled. 

  



• There are three persons involved in reconciliation. 

a.  God Himself is the first person involved in reconciliation. God is the One who 

reconciles us. Note the words, "All things are of God." If the time ever comes 

when a person wishes to be reconciled to God and to change his life and become a 

new creature, he has to come to God. God alone has the power to change a man; 

God alone can give a man a new birth and make a new creature out of him. No 

man has the power to change enough to make himself acceptable to God. Men just 

do not reconcile themselves to God. They cannot do enough work or enough good 

to become perfectly acceptable to God. Reconciliation is the act of God and of God 

alone. God is the One who reaches out to man and reconciles him. Man does not 

earn reconciliation; he receives the reconciliation of God. 

 

b.  Jesus Christ is the second person involved in reconciliation. God reconciles us 

to Himself by the death of Jesus Christ. Very simply stated, when a man believes 

that Jesus Christ died for him... 

•  God accepts the death of Jesus Christ for the death of the man. 

•  God accepts the sins borne by Christ as the sins committed by the man. 

•  God accepts the condemnation borne by Christ as the condemnation due to 

the man. 

Therefore, the man is freed from his sins and the punishment due his sins. 

Christ bore both the sins and the punishment for the man. The man who truly 

believes that God loves that much—enough to give His only begotten Son—

becomes acceptable to God, reconciled forever and ever. 

"And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 

slain the enmity thereby" (Ephes. 2:16). 

"And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 

things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in 

heaven" (Col. 1:20). 

"Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 

might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people" (Hebrews 2:17). 

  

c.  Ministers are the third persons involved in reconciliation. God reconciled us 

to Himself by committing the ministry of reconciliation to men. The only way 

the world can ever hear about the great ministry of reconciliation is through 

believers. Believers must proclaim the message of reconciliation or it will never 

be heard. 

"How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall 

they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear 

without a preacher?" (Romans 10:14). 
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2. The impact of reconciliation 

 

a. That a previous animosity once existed.  

 

Romans 5:8-10 8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, 

we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10  For if, when we were enemies, we 

were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 

shall be saved by his life. 

 

b. That the offended party (or parties) now views things differently. (Jews and 

Gentiles are one in Christ) 

 

Ephesians 2:11-22 11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in 

the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the 

Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12  That at that time ye were without 

Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 

covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13  But now 

in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 

Christ.  

 
14  For he is our peace, who hath made both one (Jews and Gentiles), and hath 

broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15  Having abolished in his 

flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 

make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16  And that he might 

reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 

thereby: 17  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them 

that were nigh. 18  For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the 

Father. 19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow 

citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20  And are built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 

corner stone; 21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 

holy temple in the Lord: 22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 

of God through the Spirit. 

 

  



3. The two phases of reconciliation 

 

a. God has reconciled himself to the world through Christ.  

 

"And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 

and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 

hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation" (2 Cor. 5:18, 19). 

 

b. Man is now to reconcile himself to God through Christ.  

 

"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 

we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God" (2 Cor. 5:20). 

 

4. The chronology of reconciliation.  

• In Eden - God and man faced each other in fellowship.  

Genesis 1:26-28 26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 

fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27  So God created man in his 

own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 

them. 28  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 

multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over 

the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 

that moveth upon the earth.  

• After the fall - God and man turned from each other.  

Genesis 3:8 8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

• At Calvary - God turned his face toward man. 

Matthew 28:16-20 16  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into 

a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 17  And when they saw him, 

they worshipped him: but some doubted. 18  And Jesus came and spake unto 

them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19  Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 

even unto the end of the world. Amen.  
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• At conversion - (through repentance and faith) man turns his face toward 

God. 

Acts 3:18-19 18  But those things, which God before had shewed by the 

mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. 19 

 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 

when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 

 

• Our Great High Priest 

 

Hebrews 2:14-18 14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 

blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he 

might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15  And deliver 

them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16  For 

verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of 

Abraham. 17  Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 

brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining 

to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 18  For in that he himself 

hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.  



3.  Reconciliation. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:18   And all things are of God, who hath ___________ us to 

himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  

 

1. The meaning of reconciliation 

 

Reconciliation means to change thoroughly, to change from __________ to 

___________, to bring together, to ___________. 

 

• The Old Testament meaning: The Hebrew word kaphar, which means to 

cover something, is found some eighty-three times in the Old Testament. Of 

these, it is translated "atonement" seventy-six times and "reconciliation" 

seven times.  

 

2 Chronicles 29:24  And the priests killed them, and they made 

______________ with their ________ upon the altar, to make an atonement for 

all Israel: for the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering 

should be made for all Israel.  

 

• New Testament meaning. The Greek word allasso means to change from 

that of enmity to that of friendship.) 

 

Colossians 1:20-21 And, having made peace through the _________ of his 

________, by him to ___________ all things unto himself; by him, I say, 

whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21  And you, that were 

sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 

he reconciled   

 

• There are three persons involved in reconciliation 

• _________ Himself is the first person involved in reconciliation. God 

is the One who reconciles us. 

• ________  _________ is the second person involved in reconciliation. 

God reconciles us to Himself by the death of Jesus Christ. 

• ____________ are the third persons involved in reconciliation. God 

reconciled us to Himself by committing the ministry of reconciliation 

to men.  

 

 



2. The impact of reconciliation 

• That a previous animosity once existed.  

 

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were ___________, we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, being ____________, we shall be saved by his 

life. 

 

• That the offended party (or parties) now views things differently. (Jews and 

Gentiles are one in Christ) 

 

Ephesians 2:13 13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are 

made ________ by the blood of Christ.  

 

3. The two phases of reconciliation 

 

• God has reconciled himself to the world through Christ.  

 

2 Cor 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath ___________ us to himself by 

Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the __________ of reconciliation; 

 

• Man is now to reconcile himself to God through Christ.  

 

2 Cor. 5:20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 

you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to _______ 

 

4. The chronology of reconciliation 

 

• In Eden - God and man faced each other in fellowship. 

• After the fall - God and man turned from each other. 

• At Calvary - God turned his face toward man. 

• At conversion - (through repentance and faith) man turns his face toward 

God. 

 

• Our Great High Priest 

 

Hebrews 2:17  Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 

brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 

God, to make ______________ for the ___________ of the people. 


