The Vocabulary of Salvation
Dr. Harold Willmington - Liberty Home Bible Institute

Hebrews 2:3 2 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

15 Key Vocabulary words of Salvation:

1. Conversion
a. Repentance
b. Faith
2. Substitution
a. Temporary Substitution
b. Permanent substitution
3. Reconciliation
a. The meaning of reconciliation
b. The impact of reconciliation
C. The two phases of reconciliation
d. The chronology of reconciliation
4. Propitiation

a. The meaning of propitiation
b. The method of propitiation

C. The necessity for propitiation
d. The place of propitiation

e. The results of propitiation

5. Remission
a. The meaning of remission
b. The Old Testament example of remission
C. The problem of remission
d. The uniqueness of remission
6. Redemption
a. The threefold meaning of redemption
b. The Old Testament example of redemption
C. The costliness of redemption
7. Regeneration
a. The definition of regeneration
b. The necessity of regeneration
C. The extent of regeneration
d. The means of regeneration
e. The biblical illustrations of regeneration
f. The fruits of regeneration



7. Regeneration.

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3:5).

1. The definition of regeneration

It is that process whereby God through a second birth imparts to the believing sinner a new nature.
The word regeneration means to be given new life; to be given a new birth; to be renewed or revived; to
be spiritually reborn or converted. Salvation is a spiritual rebirth; it is a person being born again by
the Spirit of God. Note that the new birth is so radical a change in a person's life that it is described as a
"washing" which means a bath, a complete immersion. Salvation is so dramatic it is just like the washing
away of the old life and the receiving of a new life. All that concerns a person's old life is washed away,
all the. sin and evil, dirt and immorality, corruption and injustice, . pollution and worldliness, selfishness
and greed, guilt and doubt, failure and shortcoming

The Spirit of God cleanses a person—immerses the person in the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ. The
Spirit of God through the blood of Christ washes away the old life and gives the believer a new life. The
Spirit of God regenerates a person, saves him from his old life and gives him a new life—a rebirth—
spiritually creating him into a new person.

John 3:3-7 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be
born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God" (Jn. 1:12, 13).

1 Peter 1:3-5 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God"” (1 Jn. 5:1).

2 Corinthians 5:17 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Isaiah 1:16-18 16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes; cease to do evil; 17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the
fatherless, plead for the widow. 18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.
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2. The necessity for regeneration.

It is necessary because of the corruptness of human nature.

"Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good, that are
accustomed to do evil" (Jer. 13:23)

Romans 3:10-18 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they
are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13 Their throat is
an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their
lips: 14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: 17 And the way of peace have they not known: 18
There is no fear of God before their eyes.

By nature all men are:

e Dead to God ,Sons of disobedience ,Children of wrath.

Ephesians 2:1-3 1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

e Cursed with Adam’s sin nature.

Genesis 2:16-17 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Genesis 3:1-51 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD
God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye
shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

Romans 5:12 12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

3. The extent of regeneration.
a. Individual.

Titus 3:55 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

b. Universal.

By universal is meant the redemption of nature itself. This will transpire during the millennium
Matthew 19:28 28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
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4, The means of regeneration.

Three factors are vital for a sinner to experience redemption.
a. The Word of God (Jn. 3:5; Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5; Jas. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23-25).

1 Peter 1:23-25 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the
word of the Lord endureth forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto
you.

b. The man of God (Rom. 10:13-15; 1 Cor. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:18-20; Gal. 4:19; Phil. 1:10).

Romans 10:13-15 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

C. The Spirit of God (Jn. 3:5,6; 1 Cor. 2:14; Titus 3:5).

1 Corinthians 2:10-14 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.

These three factors should not be lightly passed over. They teach that no sinner has ever been
saved since Adam apart from them. Some may deny the necessity of the second factor, however
(the man of God), pointing out that people often came to Christ while alone, after reading a
gospel tract. But just how was that tract written, printed, and distributed in the first place?
Obviously saved human beings were involved. If the above is true, then it is not unreasonable to
conclude that as the Holy Spirit looks for a human instrument (mothers) to bring living souls into
this world, he likewise seeks out human instruments (soul-winners) to usher sinners into the
kingdom of God.
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5.

The biblical illustrations of regeneration

Among the many conversions in the Bible the two which perhaps most vividly demonstrate the
life-changing process effected by regeneration are those of Manasseh in the Old Testament
and Saul of Tarsus in the New Testament.

a.

Manasseh (2 Ki. 21:1-18: 2 Chron. 33:1-20).

The fourteenth ruler of Judea was, without doubt, the most unique king ever to sit upon either the
northern or southern throne. Note the following:

He was king longer than any other of either kingdom (fifty-five years).
He had the Godliest father of all Judean kings up to that time (Hezekiah).
His grandson Josiah was the finest king of all.

He was the only wicked King to genuinely repent prior to his death.
He was the most wicked of all kings prior to his salvation.

The pre-conversion reign (as recorded in) of Manasseh would probably have surpassed that of
Stalin and Hitler in terms of sheer wickedness. Consider the following information:

He rebuilt all pagan Baalite altars his father had destroyed (2 Chron. 33:3).

He set up a Zodiac center for the heathen worship of the sun, moon, and stars in
every house of God (2 Chron. 33:4, 5).

He sacrificed his own children to satanic Gods in the Valley of Hinnon as his
grandfather Ahaz had done (33:6).

He consulted spirit-mediums and fortunetellers (33:6).
Tradition says he murdered Isaiah by having him sawn asunder (Heb. 11:37).

God said he was more wicked than heathen nations which had once occupied Palestine
(2 Ki. 21:22).

He shed innocent blood from one end of Jerusalem to another (2 Ki. 21:16).
He totally ignored repeated warnings of God in all this (2 Chron. 33:10).

2 Chronicles 33:13 13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, and heard his
supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew
that the LORD he was God.

He was imprisoned temporarily by the king of Assyria.
He repented while in prison and was forgiven by God.
He was later allowed to return as king of Judah.
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b. Saul of Tarsus.
His war against the church:

He "kept the raiment"" of those that murdered Stephen, and consented to his death
(Acts 7:57, 58; 8:1, 2; 22:20).

He made havoc of the church (Acts 8:3). This word describes the act of a wild hog
viciously uprooting a vineyard.

He entered the homes of Christians and dragged them out to prison (Acts 8:3).
He hounded Christians to their death in various cities (Acts 22:5).

He beat believers (Acts 22:19).

He voted to have them put to death (Acts 26:10).

He attempted through torture to force them into cursing Christ (Acts 26:11).
He persecuted the church beyond measure and "wasted it" (Gal. 1:13).

His conversion (Acts 9:1-19; 22:5-16; 26:12-20; 1 Cor. 15:7-10; 1 Tim. 1:12-16):

Acts 9:6 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Paul was gloriously saved and led blinded into Damascus where he remained alone without food

He was blinded by a heavenly light en route to persecute "those of this way" in Damascus

(Acts 9:2).

He fell to the ground and heard Christ say: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" (Acts

9:4). He also saw Jesus at this time.

or water for three days.
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6. The fruits of regeneration.
The twice-born person now loves the following:
e Other Christians (1 Jn. 3:14).
1 John 3:14 14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.
e Jesus (1Jn.5:1,2).

1 John 5:1-2 1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 2 By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

e The separated life (1 Jn. 2:15, 16; 5:4).
1 John 2:15-17 15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
forever.

e His enemies (Mt. 5:43-45).

Matthew 5:43-45 43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and
hate thine enemy. 44 But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That
ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

e The Word of God (Ps. 119:24, 40, 47, 48, 72, 97, 103, 111, 113, 127, 129, 140, 143, 159,
162, 165, 168; 1 Pet. 2:2).
Psalm 119:47 47 And | will delight myself in thy commandments, which | have loved.
e The souls of men (Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1; 2 Cor. 5:14).
Romans 10:1 1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be
saved.
e Prayer (Eph. 5:19, 20, Eph. 6:18).

Ephesians 5:19-20 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God
and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

Ephesians 6:18 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
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7. Regeneration.

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of , and of the
Holy Ghost" (Titus 3:5).

1. The definition of regeneration
It is that process whereby God through a birth imparts to the
believing sinner a nature, to be reborn or converted.

John 3:3-7 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be , he cannot see the kingdom of God.

2. The necessity for regeneration.

It is necessary because of the of human nature. (Romans 3:10-18)

By nature all men are:

o to God ,Sons of ,Children of
(Ephesians 2:1-3)
o with Adam’s sin nature. (Romans 5:12)

3. The extent of regeneration.

) Individual. (Titus 3:5)

o Universal. By universal is meant the redemption of nature itself. This will
transpire during the millennium. (Matthew 19:28)
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4, The means of regeneration.

Three factors are vital for a sinner to experience redemption.

o The of God (Jn. 3:5; Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet. 1:23-25).
o The of God (Rom. 10:13-15; 1 Cor. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:18-20)
o The of God (Jn. 3:5, 6; 1 Cor. 2:14; Titus 3:5).

5. The biblical illustrations of regeneration

Among the many conversions in the Bible the two which perhaps most vividly
demonstrate the life-changing process effected by regeneration are those of
Manasseh in the Old Testament and Saul of Tarsus in the New Testament.

o Manasseh (2 Ki. 21:1-18; 2 Chron. 33:1-20).

2 Chronicles 33:13 13 And unto him: and he was intreated of him,
and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom.
Then Manasseh that the LORD he was God.

. Saul of Tarsus.

Acts 9:6 6 And he trembling and astonished said, , What wilt thou have
me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do.

6. The fruits of regeneration.
The twice-born person now loves the following:

e Other (1 Jn. 3:14).
e Jesus (1Jn.5:1,2).
e The life (1 Jn. 2:15, 16; 5:4).

e His enemies (Mt. 5:43-45).

e The Word of God (Ps. 119:24, 40, 47, 48, 1 Pet. 2:2).

e The of men (Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1; 2 Cor. 5:14).
e Prayer (Eph. 5:19, 20, Eph. 6:18).
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