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Hebrews 2:3 2 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

15 Key Vocabulary words of Salvation:

1. Conversion
a. Repentance
b. Faith
2. Substitution
a. Temporary Substitution
b. Permanent substitution
3. Reconciliation
a. The meaning of reconciliation
b. The impact of reconciliation
C. The two phases of reconciliation
d. The chronology of reconciliation
4. Propitiation

a. The meaning of propitiation
b. The method of propitiation

C. The necessity for propitiation
d. The place of propitiation

e. The results of propitiation

5. Remission
a. The meaning of remission
b. The Old Testament example of remission
C. The problem of remission
d. The uniqueness of remission
6. Redemption
a. The threefold meaning of redemption
b. The Old Testament example of redemption
C. The costliness of redemption
7. Regeneration
a. The definition of regeneration
b. The necessity of regeneration
C. The extent of regeneration
d. The means of regeneration
e. The biblical illustrations of regeneration
f. The fruits of regeneration



8. Imputation

a. Definition of imputation

b. Kinds of imputation

C. Biblical examples of imputation
9. Adoption

a. The theology of adoption
b. The Trinity in adoption



9. Adoption.

Galatians 4:4-7 * But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, ° To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons. ® And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. © Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ.

John 1:10-13 1 He (Jesus) was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not. ! He came unto his own, and his own received him not. *> But as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name: ¥ Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.

The theology of adoption

1. Adoption defined. The word literally means the placing of a son. Adoption logically
follows regeneration. Regeneration gives one his nature as a child of God, whereas adoption
gives him his position as a son of God

The picture of adoption is a beautiful picture of what God does for the Christian. In the
ancient world the family was based on a Roman law called "patria potestas,” the father's power.
The law gave the father absolute authority over his children so long as the father lived. He
could work, enslave, sell, and if he wished, he could pronounce the death penalty. Regardless of
the child's adult age, the father held all power over personal and property rights.
Therefore, adoption was a serious matter. Yet, it was a common practice to ensure that a
family would not become extinct by having no male children. And when a child was adopted,
three legal steps were taken.

1. The adopted son was adopted permanently. He could not be adopted today and

disinherited tomorrow. He became a son of the father—forever. He was eternally secure

as a son.

2. The adopted son immediately had all the rights of a legitimate son in the new

family.

3. The adopted son completely lost all rights in his old family. The adopted son was

looked upon as a new person—so new that old debts and obligations connected with his

former family were cancelled out and abolished as if they never existed.




Romans 8:15-23 > For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 1® The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: '’ And if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together. 8 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath
subjected the same in hope, 2! Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 2> For we know that the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 2 And not only they, but
ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

2 Corinthians 6:11-18 ** O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. *?
Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. ¥ Now for a recompence
in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged. ** Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness? * And what concord hath Christ with Belial
(Satan)? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? '* And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 1 will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 1’ Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and 1 will receive you, ' And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Ephesians 1:3-6 * Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: * According as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him
in love: ° Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, ® To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he
hath made us accepted in the beloved.




How spiritual adoption differs from civil adoption.
We never adopt our own children, but God never adopts any other.

Civil adoption provides comfort for the childless, but God had a beloved Son (Mt.
3:17; 17:5) prior to adopting us.

There are usually many pleasing characteristics in _a civil adopted child, but not in
God’s children prior to their adoption (Rom. 3:10-18).

Civil adoption could never give the child the nature of the father, but God’s adopted
are given the very mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16).

1 Corinthians 2:14-16 * But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. ¥ But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged
of no man. 1 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But
we have the mind of Christ.

In some cases, civil adoption could be declared null and void, but God’s adopted are
absolutely secure.

How spiritual adoption compares with civil adoption.
The Father must begin the action leading to adoption (Isa. 1:18; Jn. 3:16).

Isaiah 1:18 ¥ Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall
be as wool.

Both adoptions give an inheritance to one who previously had none (1 Pet. 1:3-9).

1 Peter 1:3-9 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, * To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, ®> Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ® Wherein ye greatly
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Christ: ¢ Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: °
Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

Both adoptions provide a new name (Jn. 1:42; Rev. 2:17).

Revelation 2:17 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give
him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving
he that receiveth it.

The Trinity in adoption.
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e There is an intimacy toward the Father. "Whereby we cry, Abba, Father" (Rom. 8:15).
This is a very personal name for one’s Father. Only Jesus himself had used this until
now (Mt. 26:42; MK. 14:36).

Matthew 26:41-42 #! Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak. “ He went away again the second time, and prayed,
saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except | drink it, thy will be
done.

Mark 14:36 % And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away
this cup from me: nevertheless not what | will, but what thou wilt.

Matthew 6:9-13 ° After this manner therefore pray ye: Qur Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. ¥ Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven. 1 Give us this day our daily bread. > And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. * And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

e There is an_illumination by the Spirit. He both leads us (Rom. 8:14) and assures us
(8:16).

e There is an inheritance with the Son. "Joint heirs with Christ".

Hebrews 2:10-13 1 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. ** For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of
one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 2 Saying, 1 will declare
thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 3
And again, 1 will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God
hath given me.

5. The Bible says several things about the believer's adoption as a son of God.

1. The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God—forever. He is eternally
secure as a child of God. But the new relationship is established only when a person comes
to Christ through faith.

Galatians 3:23-26 2 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the
faith which should afterwards be revealed. 2* Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to
bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 2° But after that faith is come, we are
no longer under a schoolmaster. 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.

2. The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God as father. The believer
has all the rights and privileges of a genuine son of God.

1 John 3:1-2 ! Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him
not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
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3. The believer's adoption gives him a very special relationship with other children of
God-—a family relationship that binds him with others in an unparalleled spiritual union

Ephesians 2:11-18 1* Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made
by hands; '? That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world:

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Christ. * For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us; ** Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; ® And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby: 1’ And came and preached peace to you which were afar
off, and to them that were nigh. 8 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father.




4. The believer's adoption makes him a new person. The believer has been taken out from
under the authority and power of the world and its sin. The believer is placed as a son into the
family and authority of God. The old life with all of its debts and obligations are cancelled
and wiped out

2 Corinthians 5:17 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

5. The believer's adoption is to be fully realized in the future at the return of Jesus Christ

1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 * For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. > For this we say unto you by the word of
the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
them which are asleep. 1° For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

6. The believer's adoption and its joy will be shared by all creation on a cosmic scale.
There is to be a new heavens and earth.

2 Peter 3:12-14 12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? **
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness. ** Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.




9. Adoption.

Galatians 4:4-5 * But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, ® To redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the of sons.

The theology of adoption
1. Adoption defined.

The word literally means the of a son. Adoption logically
follows regeneration. Regeneration gives one his nature as a child of God, whereas
adoption gives him his as a son of God

Romans 8:15-17 °For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,

. 18 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: R And if children, then ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together.

2. How spiritual adoption differs from civil adoption.

e We never adopt our children, but God never adopts any other.

e Civil adoption provides comfort for the , but God had a beloved
Son prior to adopting us.

e There are usually many characteristics in a civil adopted
child, but not in God’s children prior to their adoption.

e Civil adoption could never give the child the of the father, but
God’s adopted are given the very mind of Christ.

¢ In some cases, civil adoption could be declared and void, but

God’s adopted are absolutely secure.

3. How spiritual adoption compares with civil adoption.
e The Father must the action leading to adoption.
e Both adoptions give an to one who previously had none.
e Both adoptions provide a new




The Trinity in adoption.

There is an toward the Father. "Whereby we cry, Abba,
Father" (Rom. 8:15). This is a very personal name for one’s Father. Only
Jesus himself had used this until now.

Mark 14:36 % And he said, , Father, all things are possible
unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what | will, but what
thou wilt.

There is an by the Spirit. He both leads us (Rom. 8:14)
and assures us (8:16).
There is an with the Son. "Joint heirs with Christ".

The Bible says several things about the believer's adoption

The believer's adoption establishes a new with God—
forever. He is eternally secure as a child of God. But the new relationship is
established only when a person comes to Christ through
The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God as father
The believer has all the rights and of a genuine son of God.
The believer's adoption gives him a very special relationship with
children of God—a family relationship that binds him with
others in an unparalleled spiritual union
The believer's adoption makes him a person. The believer has
been taken out from under the authority and power of the world and its sin.
The believer is placed as a son into the family and of God.
The old life with all of its debts and obligations are cancelled and wiped out
The believer's adoption is to be fully realized in the future at the

of Jesus Christ
The believer's adoption and its joy will be shared by all ona
cosmic scale. There is to be a new heavens and earth.
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